The cryptogamic plants and the infusoria occurring in these cases are of comparatively little importance, and must be merely regarded as signs of the fermentation and putrefaction going on within the intestinal canal, in consequence of the deranged condition of the digestive functions.
characters of the excrements in this disease. After noticing the circumstance that the occurrence of crystals of ammoniaco-magnesian phosphate is not diagnostic of typhus, as Schonlein originally (MUller's Archiv, 1836) believed, he states that he failed in detecting any fixed relations between their quantity and the stage of the disease. They were generally the most frequent in the most liquid stools, and were rarest when numerous infusoria were present. Granular cells resembling (but more delicate than) pus-corpuscles are frequently observable in the liquid evacuations. The whitish flocculi which we commonly notice in typhus evacuations, are merely fragments of undigested vegetable food. It is singular that cylinder-epithelium is never to be detected ; in all probability the detached portions are altogether broken up within the intestinal canal. A small number of blood-corpuscles, more or less altered in form, may be often detected by the microscope ; and fatglobules are by no means uncommon, even in cases in which no fatty matters have been administered. In one instance, on examining the diseased portion of the intestine, the epithelium investing it had a whitish appearance, arising from its cells being filled with minute dark (fat ?) corpuscles.
The cryptogamic plants and the infusoria occurring in these cases are of comparatively little importance, and must be merely regarded as signs of the fermentation and putrefaction going on within the intestinal canal, in consequence of the deranged condition of the digestive functions.
[April, Dysentery. Similar (From Plate, Fig. 4.) [April, but whether that protein-compound is fibrin or whether it contains oxyprotein is uncertain.
The bronchial coagula appear, in the majority of cases, between the third and seventh day of the disease, being rarely absent on the fourth and fifth. This observation applies, however, only to those cases in which the proper remedies have been applied from the commencement; for in a man in whom the disease was allowed to go on unchecked, and there were signs of hepatization before any treatment was adopted, they were not apparent till the fourteenth day. Remak next considers the connexion between the expectoration of these coagula, and the phenomena of auscultation and percussion.
The appearance of the delicate coagula imbedded in viscid mucus is generally simultaneous with that condition of the lungs in which the crepitation is the most marked while at the same time the sound evolved on percussion indicates that the substance of the lung is partially impervious to air; the firmer coagula usually occur at the period when the crepitation has given place to bronchial respiration, and the dullness on percussion indicates the existence of hepatization.
One important practical result deduced from Remak's observations, is that the earlier the expectoration of the coagula commences, and the more abundant and continuous it is, so much the more certain and speedy will be the cure. In the ordinary course of pneumonia in vigorous persons, the delicate coagula appear in the first viscid mucus that is expectorated, and continue increasing in quantity and size till the fifth day of the disease ; decreasing gradually from that period, until white, easily compressible masses of a cylindrical but non-ramifying form appear in their place, exhibiting, under the microscope, indications of the fibrous structure of coagulated fibrin, and a multitude of granular mucus-corpuscles.
In the fifty cases of pneumonia observed by Remak, there were not more than four or five in whom even a partial diminution of the symptoms occurred previously to the appearance of the coagula in the expectoration, while in the great majority an amendment was first observed after their occurrence. We have endeavoured in the preceding pages to lay before our readers an abstract of the most important facts and observations contained in Remak's volume, and it only remains for us to express our earnest hope that this is only the commencement of a long series of our author's "diagnostic and pathogenetic investigations."
